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	2nd European Congress on Rural Tourism
"Development and Integration through Rural Tourism"

	September 26 - 28, 2005

Yalta - Autonomous Republic of Crimea (Ukraine)


After the successful celebration of the 1st European Congress on Rural Tourism in 2003, this 2nd Congress will be a new opportunity to obtain first-hand information on this extremely varied activity in Europe. Organized by EuroGites - European Federation of Farm and Village Tourism with the strong support of the Governments of Ukraine and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, it has been designed to offer a complete range of experiences under the general leitmotiv of "Development and Integration through Rural Tourism".  Official Patronage of this event was granted from the WTO-World Tourism Organisation and Mr. Günter Verheugen, Vice-President of the European Commission.  

The objective of this Congress is to provide again a meeting point and discussion forum for the Rural Tourism Entrepreneur and for public and private authorities involved in rural development. After consulting with 30 regional and national Rural Tourism organisations, it was decided that this year's Congress will focus on the following aspects:

· Rural Tourism and Sustainability 

· Benefits of Rural Tourism for the local communities 

· The European perspective of Rural Tourism
· Traditions and Tourism - a symbiosis for progress 

· Development Strategies for Rural and EcoTourism 

They will be presented and dealt with in a very practical way, giving preference to hands-on experience from different countries and regions, with special attention to the needs and situation of the transitional economies in the Center and East of Europe. These five blocks of plenary sessions will be complemented by country presentations that show the experience and reality in 10 different countries of Europe.

Representatives of Rural Accommodation and Rural Tourism Organisations from all over Europe, from Georgia to Iceland and from Finland to Portugal, have already confirmed their presence. Participating countries will additionally have the opportunity to present their offer on a common stand at the parallel Rural Tourism Exhibition "The Ukrainian Village welcomes" on the same premises.

After the Congress, a choice of Study Tours to different regions of Ukraine will be optionally available.  This document is updated to 2-September-2005, for later information check also the  congress website 

	 

REGISTRATION

 


Registration is possible online.   During this registration, or at any later stage, you can introduce your travel information for transfer, accommodation requests, and participation in the post-congress tours.  

Registration fees depend on whether the participants are members of EuroGites organizations; representatives and providers of other Rural and AgroTourism provider organisations;  or individual professionals.    A reduction of  50% on all fees is provided for participants from Teaching and Scientist Institutions, students, and in general for participants from EU-accession and the CIS area countries.

	ECRT  2005  Fees
	Until 

10-September
	After
10-september

	Rural Tourism Providers and employees of member Associations of EuroGites
	125 EUR
	155 EUR

	Representatives and providers of other Rural and AgroTourism organisations 
	200 EUR
	230 EUR

	Individual professionals
	300 EUR
	330 EUR

	
	

	Teaching and Scientist Institutions; students; and in general, all participants from EU-accession, East European non-EU, and the CIS area countries
	50% reduction
on all the above rates


Registration fees include:

· Congress documentation

· Coffee-Breaks

· Certificate of participation

· Transfer (once per day, limited routing)

Use the Registration Form to register for the ECRT. You have different choices: 

· The on-line version. Your registration will be stored immediately on the participant database, and no further action is needed. This requires a valid e-mail address to be provided. 

· The off-line version. Fill your data in on screen, and then print it out (or you may also print out the empty form and fill in manually). In this printed version, at the bottom you will find a space for your signature, and the adress or fax where to send it. 
Please note that registration is only possible through one of the above methods. 

Once we receive your registration in either of the above-mentioned ways, we will check if data is complete and the choosen modality of participation is still available. Allow up to 48 hours (working days). 

You will then receive registration confirmation, with indications about the different forms of payment available. If payment is not received within the time limit established in each case, your registration will be cancelled. 

FORMS OF PAYMENT 

You will recieve details about payment together with your registration confirmation. Generally, payment may be made in any one of the following means: 

· Credit Card. You will have to provide the usual data (card number, expiry date, and cardholder name) by fax or e-mail. 

· Bank Transfer. 

· Postal Order. 

· Western Union or MoneyGram. 

For reasons of speed and cost, we strongly encourage payment by credit card. All the other means of payment usually involve very high minimum banking or handling fees, which may even be higher than the amount to be sent. 

ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING VISA 

Visa are not required for citizens of the European Union, and most CIS-countries  (pls. confirm this situation, as it might change on short term).  For other countries, we will be happy to assist you in the process of obtaining a Visa for Ukraine if such is needed, once your registration is recieved, processed, and confirmed. Please inform us if this applies, the kind of documentation that is required in your country, and where to send it. 

CHANGES 

Once your registration has been processed and confirmed, if you consider it convenient to bring a companion with you, update your travel information, or need to make any other modifications, please do this online at  www.europeanrtcongress.org  at the “Restricted area”.  If changes are no longer possible because of passed deadlines, pls. inform us directly and we will try to solve your problem (extra charges may apply). 

CANCELLATIONS / REFUNDS 

We allow a registration for one person to be used by another person. If you have registered for the Congress but for some reason are unable to attend, we recommend that you send a colleague or friend instead. If you inform us, we will replace the original registration badge with one under the correct name.

If you must cancel, registration fees can be refunded upon written request only. Registration can be cancelled, but 20% processing fee with a minimum of 25 € is charged for each refund. After 20 September 2005 , refunds are no longer possible. In any case, our cost for bank transfers etc. will be deducted from the refund amount.

CONTACT US AT: 


ECRT 2005 – West Europe Office


Fax. 
+34 950 270 431


Phone
+34 950 280 093 – Ms. Pilar Ibañez



+34 950 264 240 and  +34 656 900 371 – Mr. Klaus Ehrlich

Email
ecrt2005@europeanrtcongress.org 

	 

TRAVEL  INFORMATION

 


Travel to/from  CRIMEA
The Autonomous Republic of Crimea is situated in the southern parto for Ukraine on the Black Sea.  It is famous not only for it’s climate and touristic facilities, but also for numerous unique monuments and historic and cultural events.  The central town of the Crimean Peninsula is Simferopol  with international airport, railway station, etc.

The Congress will be held in  Yalta,  about 86 kms distant from Simferopol.  This picturesque town is situated in the South Coast of Crimea.  You can get there by bus, by trolley-bus (this longest in the world!), or by taxi from either the Railway Station or the Central Bus Station.  

Hotels in Yalta do not provide transfer service from/to the airport except for closed groups when this is included in the package. 

Travel links and information can be found on Internet (Google etc.). 
RATE OF CURRENCY EXCHANGE

The local currency is the  “Jrivnia” (UAH).  Aprox. exchange rate (July 2005):



1  EUR   =  6,00 UAH



1  US$   =  5,00 UAH

FLIGHT  CONNECTIONS

Flights to Simferopol (SIP) operate from   Kiev (KBP),  Moscow (SVO),  and  Istanbul (IST).  Check time-tables at online services such as   www.opodo.com  

You may also fly only to Kiev (KBP), and then use the night transfer from Kiev to Yalta by coach (see below “Transfer to Yalta”)

Special tariffs for registered congress participants were arranged with the official carrier  Ukraine International Airlines (UIA):


300 EUR return  (plus taxes) from any of the UIA destinations in Europe:


Amsterdam
Barcelona
Berlin

Brussels
Frankfurt
Helsinki


Lisbon

London – Gatwick

Madrid

Oslo

Paris


Rome

Vienna 
Zurich



(timetables at  http://www.ukraine-international.com/eng/timetable )

If you are interested in this special offer, please indicate this in the Registration Form.  Our local travel agency in Yalta will then provide you with more details in due course.

TRAIN CONNECTIONS

http://bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en
From Kiev to Simferopol and back, there are three daily direct trains in September.  Besides, there are direct trains from Warsaw and Berlin to Simferopol.  

TRANSFER TO YALTA

For all participants arriving to Simferopol airport, a free transfer service to and from Yalta will be provided at the arrival time of flights from Kiev.   Transfer schedules are provisionally planned as follows to connect with incoming and outgoing flights from / to Kiev that are operated by Ukraine International Airlines (pls. confirm these schedules!):


Sept  24/25
leave Simferopol airport at   17:00 and  21:00 hs

Sept  27
arrive to Simferopol airport at 
20:00 hs

Sept  28/29
arrive to Simferopol airport at
  6:00 hs  and   20.00 hs.

If you want to arrange on your own, find some more practical hints at this link:


http://club.cris.net/crimea/htm/getting_yalta.htm 

THE CONGRESS VENUE 

The Congress is to be held at the Hotel Yalta Complex (www.hotel-yalta.com/en). Participants that book accommodation at this hotel, do not need any further transfer.

For participants booked at other hotels, one daily courtesy transfer with a limited route will be provided  -  more details on arrival.
ACCOMMODATION
You can book accommodation on your own, or in the hotels that are proposed in the Registration Form.  For ease of organisation we strongly suggest to use one of the hotels that are managed by our local Travel Agency:


Southern Tour Ltd.


Office 1, 67/2, Kievskaya str

Simferopol, 95017, Crimea, Ukraine

WWW:  http://www.s-tour.com.ua/pages/firm.htm
E-mail:  s_tour@ardinvest.net;  s_tour@crimea.com 
Tel/Fax: (+380) 652 51-73-75, (+380) 652  51-51-34
In the Registration Form, you can check your preferences for accommodation.  The above Agency will then contact you directly.   Any agreement and payments are between the congress participant and the above Travel Agency.  

The Congress Organisation is not responsible, nor can assist, in any matters regarding accommodation.

	 

CALL  FOR  CONTRIBUTION

 


The 2nd European Congress on Rural Tourism offers to all interested institutions, investigators, practioneers, organizations, etc... the unique possibility to participate and be present at the very significant event of Rural Tourism in Europe. All contributions presented in time and according to the guidelines will be published on a CD. 

You are hereby cordially invited to participate and submit your contribution to the 2nd European Congress of Rural Tourism. The following topics were considered to be preferential by a group of experts: 

· Rural Tourism and Sustainability

· Benefits of Rural Tourism for the local communities

· Rural Tourism and European Integration

· Traditions and Tourism - a symbiosis for progress

· Towards an European product in Rural Tourism

Nevertheless, any other contribution related with Rural Tourism is equally welcome.

We are providing two different formats for your contributions:  Papers   and  Country Spotlights. They differ in presentation intention and inclusion in the program:

Papers 

Any interested organization, researcher, professional, or individual can provide contributions about topics related to Rural Tourism in their region, country, or in Europe. They are to consist of written text only, no time for an oral presentation is provided. The papers should not exceed 10 A4 pages. 

Papers will be discusses in the Working Groups (afternoon Tuesday, 27-September)

Deadline for reception of papers is September 15. All papers received in correct format and within time will be published on CD. 
Country Spotlights 

All national or regional organizations related with Rural Tourism in Europe  that did not present their experience at the previous  1st European Congress  are kindly asked to provide a presentation of their country, activities, and a case-study.  They will be included in the Plenary sessions.  Support is provided for these Country Spotlights through free accommodation and exemption from Congress registration fees. 

Country presentations have 15-minute time limit. The written text is unlimited, and should include information about a common list of items. The countries or regions interested should confirm their participation by September 10. 

SUBMISSIONS

All European languages are admitted, but we strongly recommend the use of one of the following more widely understood European languages: English, French, or German. A short (max. 10 lines) abstract at the beginning in as many languages as possible is always useful.

Electronic submission in DOC, WPD, PPT, or PDF via e-mail  to  papers@ecrt.com.ua  is required. Please identify the author with complete contact information (mailing address, phone number, fax number, and e-mail address), also in the heading of the file.

PROCEEDINGS

After the Congress, formal proceedings of all communications, Country Spotlights, and selected papers will be published on a CD-ROM.   The Program Committee will select the papers to be included in these formal proceedings, based on the review results and the quality of the papers according the review criteria. 

KEY DATE

Submission deadline: September 15, 2005
GUIDELINES  

Spotlight and Paper submission is open until September 5, 2005.  All authors will received notification of reception, with indication of eventual failure in compliance with the guidelines in order to allow for corrections. 

All European languages are admitted. In order to achieve best dissemination and readability, we strongly recommend the use of one of the following more widely understood European languages: English, French, or German. In any case, a short (max. ten lines) abstract at the beginning in as many languages as possible is always useful to call the attention of any reader. 

Please read the following guidelines for preparing and submitting Papers and Country/Region Spotligths.

PAPERS 

If your submission is a paper, you must prepare directly the final version. If it is additionally considered by the Program Committee for presentation in the Plenary Sessions or in one of the WorkGroups, you will be informed in due time. 

· Final Paper 

Shortly after the Congress, we will distribute to all registered participants a CD containing the papers presented in time and according to the guidelines, provided that the authors previously authorise their papers to be provided and released. 

If you wish your paper to be included on the CD, please prepare a full text (max. 10-15 pages), and send it in DOC, WPD, or PDF format by September 5 to   e-mail. The files should print properly on A4 size paper, including text, illustrations, and charts, with a margin of 20 mm on all four sides. 

· Presentation 
If your Paper is proposed for presentation during the WorkGroup sessions, you should additionally prepare a 5-minute oral presentation. No time for discussion is provided. All presentations should use MS-PowerPoint, or an EXE-version of other similar products. Please send by e-mail your file until Thursday, September 15, 2005. If you wish, your presentation slides will be included together with your full paper on the CD-ROM.

COUNTRY SPOTLIGHTS 

If your submission is designed as a Country Spotlight, you should prepare three different documents: a multimedia slide-show, a presentation in PowerPoint or equivalent, and a final version of your paper. 

· Slide-Show 
The Slide-Show will be used as introduction. It may consist of up to 15 slides, the total duration should not exceed 3 minutes. Video and audio content is possible. 

· Presentation in PowerPoint 
The PowerPoint version is for use during the presentation by the country representatives. It can consist of any number of slides that you consider adequate, but total presentation time must not exceed 12 minutes. Minimum contents as established for the Final Paper should at least be mentioned, though complete information is not required during the presentation. 

· Final Paper 
The Final Papers of the Country Spotlights will be distributed on the CD to all registered participants. They must contain complete information about a list of topics that will be provided to you on in due course.

REVIEW  CRITERIA

Papers submitted to ECRT 2005  are reviewed by the Program Committee for further publication and presentation at the WorkGroup sessions. The following criteria are to be taken into consideration: 

· Submissions should present original work, with a strong focus on novel concepts and methodologies. They are reviewed with respect to originality and novelty of ideas, expected impact on future research and implementation, methodological soundness, and quality of presentation.

· A high value is given to the application of such concepts and methodologies for practical experiences, practices, and developments in Rural Tourism on regional, national, or European level. Review criteria in this field are best-practice, practical impact, sustainability, integration of concepts and practice, and quality of presentation. 

The ECRT 2005  follows the general review guidelines of similar events. In particular, the contents of papers is treated as privileged information, not to be disclosed to others before publication.

	POST-CONGRESS  TOURS  AT YOUR CHOICE

 


Tour 1. – CRIMEA 

We shall start on the 29.09, Thursday from Yalta and visit the mini pensions in the Southern part of Crimea in Simeis, Foros and in Baidarska Valley near Sevastopol. Then we shall make a journey around the spectacular landscapes of Bakhchisarai region – medieval cave towns, blue lakes and mountains, covered with forest, donkey back riding, tasting of the homemade young wine and other surprises will wait for you.

The second day, 30.09.2005, Friday, we shall spend visiting the 500 years old Khan’s Palace, a historic-architectural museum, that was built by Italian, Iranian, Turkish, Ukrainian and Russian masters between the 16th – 18th centuries; the Ukrainian ethno-cultural center “Yavir” and the German ethno-cultural center “Kronental” in Simferopol region and go to the village of Frunse in Saki region, where we’ll have dinner at the seaside café.

The third day, 1.10.2005, Saturday, we’ll start with the excursion to Eupatorium, the famous health resort that was built more than 2500 years ago by Greeks. There we’ll walk around the old town: visiting the Karaim’s kenassi (17th A.D.), the Khan’s mosque (built in 1570-1571) and Crimean Tatars ethno-cultural center “Tekie of dervishes” and taste Crimean Tatars cuisines for lunch. In the evening we’ll have fiesta in the riding club ”Gold horseshoe” near Alushta.

On Sunday, the 2d of October, you will be transferred to Simferopol.

The total cost of this trip (all included - transport, guide, accommodation in comfortable Rural houses, breakfast / lunch / dinner) will be aprox.  190 EUR.  
Tour 2. - CRIMEA

After breakfast on Thursday, the 29th of September, we’ll leave to Gursuf. This old and picturesque settlement is connected with some ancient Greeks’ myths, A. Pushkin, A. Mitskevich and Anton Chekhov. Then we’ll go to the riding club in Luchistoye near Alushta. Horse riding and lunch are waiting for us there. In the evening we’ll visit some houses in the village of Morskoye near Sudak 

On Friday, the 30th of September, we'll have excursion to the medieval fortress of Sudak. The whole day we’ll spend visiting the country houses near Sudak and Feodosia. In Koktebel, the famous Crimean resort, we’ll visit museum of M.Voloshin and taste Crimean brandy.
Next day we’ll go to Belogorski region and visit the Greek ethno-cultural center “Karachol”, some RT houses, the hunting economy where there is a hunting-box of Nikita Khrutschev and pheasant’s farm. After that we’ll visit the unique in Ukraine horse-breeding farm, where they produce kumis. In the evening we’ll have fiesta in Simferopol. 

On the 2d of October, Sunday, you’ll be transferred to Simferopol.

The total cost of this trip (all included - transport, guide, accommodation in comfortable Rural houses, breakfast / lunch / dinner) will be aprox.  190 EUR.  



	DRAFT PROGRAM    (09-september-2005)


General concept

2’5 days of plenary sessions  (26/sept noon  until  28/sept late afternoon)

Five thematic blocks (1/2 day each), all of them related with the general topic of the Congress:

Development and Integration through Rural Tourism

Intermediate sessions for country presentations of those who did not participate or present their situation in Jáen 2003  (about 10 countries = 3 sessions).
Communications will be presented in a WorkGroup session on the afternoon of  27/sept., and to be included in the Congress CD-ROM.  


26-September  (Monday)
 

12:30
Inaugural session  

Speeches:
Anatoli Matvienko (Prime Minister of Crimea)

Oxana Bilosir (Minister of Culture and Tourism of Ukraine)

Vladimir Kafarski (Parliament of Ukraine)

Luigi Cabrini (WTO)

Klaus Ehrlich (EuroGites)

13:30
“The hosts present … “


Presentation of Crimea and Ukraine 

Marina Slesareva (Ministry of Tourism of Crimea)

Andrei Shenin (Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Ukraine)

Natalia Gordetskaya (Union for the Development of the Rural and Green Tourism in Crimea)

Volodimir Vasilyev (Union for Promotion of Rural Green Tourism Development in Ukraine)

15:00
Coffee Break

15:30
1st thematic block:  Rural Tourism and Sustainabiliy
Speeches:
Sustainability in Tourism – a conceptual overview 
Harald Friedl (AT)

European Agenda 21 for Tourism
Representative of the WorkGroup on Sustainable Tourism at DG Enterprise
Round-table of  Stakeholders from the Rural Tourism sector
17:00
Country presentations:  Moldova, Georgia, Lithuania  

after 19:00

Reception (social event)


27-September  (Tuesday)


WORLD TOURISM DAY

9:00
2nd thematic block:  Rural Tourism and the local community


Speeches:
The impact of direct and indirect spending on the local economy




Empiric evidence in France – Pascal Boulet-Gercourt / Gites de France



Economical effects of RT for regional development




Leonid Tselistshev 



RT contribution to the local community development




Valentina Genry



Social and cultural dynamisation through RT





Alenka Verbole (FYRM)
11:00
Coffee Break

11:30
Special Event to the World Tourism Day
12:30
Lunch

14:00
3rd thematic block:  The European dimension of Rural Tourism


Speeches:
Building Social Capital through Rural Tourism

Michael Dower (UK)



Farm and Country Tourism – a European Product
(EuroGites)


Vocational Training in Rural Tourism – synopsis of initiatives




Nadiya Dorokhova




Rural Tourism International 

Working groups and Presentation of Communications  (from 16-18.30 hs)


28-September  (Wednesday)

9:00
4th thematic block: Traditions and Rural Tourism – a symbiosis for progress


Speeches:
The Silk Route 
    
Leonid Shremf


“Simply Surprising” Romania




Lumitsa Panait – Romania NTO




Marilena Stoian – ANTREC RO



“County Bounty” Latvia 
Juris Smalinskis



Heritage trail – Slovenia/Croatia
Dr. Marko Koščak (SI)
11:00
Coffee Break
11:30
Country presentations 



Greece, Israel, Turkey

12:30
Lunch

14:00
5th thematic block:   Rural and EcoTourism development strategies


Speeches:
Eco-Tourism strategies in public-private-partnership:




Bulgaria
Liliana Vesselinova – Ministry of Tourism






Zoritsa Stavreva - BAAT




Ukraine  
Lydia Matsuck



The development in Ukraine




Oleg Smirnov




Andrei Shenin




Pavel Gorishevski



Round-Table: experience of individual stakeholders




Natalya Gordets’ka




Tatyana Alginia




N.N.  (provider from some EU country)

16:30
Coffee Break

17:00
Conclusions,   Closure session  

19:00
“Fiesta” 

Optional Study Tour Program

Several optional study visit programs (3-4 days – Thursday to Saturday/Sunday) are offered after the Congress. 

Jump directly in this document:


� HYPERLINK  \l "registration" ��Registration 	2�


� HYPERLINK  \l "travel_info" ��Travel information	4�


� HYPERLINK  \l "call_for_contribution" ��Call for Contribution	5�


� HYPERLINK  \l "guidelines" ��Submission guidelines	7�


� HYPERLINK  \l "post_congress" ��Post-congress tours	9�


� HYPERLINK  \l "program" ��Program draft	10�





For participants arriving to Kiev,  a night transfer by coach is provided on Saturday night (24-september).  It will leave from Kiev Railway Station, pass Kiev Airport, and then goes directly to the venue hotel in Yalta where it arrives the following morning (25-sept.) around 10 a.m. – return dates, to be defined.


Previous registration is obligatory.  Exact information about departure times and places will be sent to those registered on 20-september by Email.








12

